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HON.  GEOKGE  H.   MURRAY 


"  In  the  twenty-seven  years  of  my  public  life,  I  bope  I  am  not  immodest  when  I  say  1  tbink  I  have 
rendered  some  small  service  to  the  State,  but  if  I  am  asked  what  the  greatest  service  was,  I  ans .» er  that  it 
was  performed  when,  in  the  exercise  of  my  constitutional  right,  I  went  to  the  I.ieutenant-tiovernor  as  the 
retirinp  Prime  Minister  and  said  '  I  advise  you  to  call  on  ({eorgo  Murray  to  form  an  Administration  to  carry 
on  the  public  affairs  of  this  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.'"'— Hon.  VV.  S.  Fielding  at  Yarmouth,  Sept.  7th,  liKK). 


Twenty-Seven  Years  of  Good  Government 

AND 

Progressive  Administration  in  Nova  Scotia 


ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BY 
HONORABLE    GEORGE    H.    MURRAY 

PREMIER    OF    NOVA    SCOTIA,    AT    YARMOUTH,    SEPTEMBER,    1909 
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PREMIER    MURRAY'S    SPEECH. 


At  a  Mrtet  of  political  picolca  held 
in  the  CountlM  of  Yarmouth,  Dijby, 
AnnapoUa,  Klnga,  Hants,  Colcheeter 
and  Shelburne  during  the  monthg  of 
Aufuat  and  Septembar  of  this  year, 
Honorable  Oeorge  H.  Murray  dealt 
with  Provincial  arfairs  in  (ceneral  and 
the  attitude  of  the  Liberal  Party  in 
Nova  Scotia  with  respect  to  them. 
The  first  of  theae  picnics  was  held  in 
the  town  of  Yarmouth,  and  after  in- 
troductory references  and  an  allus- 
ion to  the  unexampled  victory  won  a 
year  auo  in  the  Dominion  under  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier,   the  Premier  said:— 

I  presume  it  is  expected  that  in 
my  remarks  I  shouM  largely  conane 
myself  to  Provincial  affairs,  I  regard 
the  record  of  the  Liberal  party  in 
this  Province  as  beintr  a  remarkable 
one  from  many  standpoints. 

A  SPLENDID  RECORD. 

We  have  administered  the  affair*  of 
this  Province  practically  since  Con- 
federation, except  for  a  period  of 
four  yeara— between  187«  and  1882. 
During  the  past  thlrte  ,«.» 
I  have  made  three  general  ap- 
peals and  ns  a  result 
of  thCRe  appeals,  not  a  single 
eonstltneney  has  failed  to  appreciate 
the  record  of  the  Government.  The 
electorate  of  this  Provinee  always 
takes  a  keen,  intelligent  interest  in 
our  public  affairs  and  I  do  not  think 
ft  shonW  be  assumed  that  the  Liber- 
al Party  holds  the  confidence  of  the 
people  unless  In  a  very  great  meas- 
ure It  is  deserved. 

For  my  own  part  I  consclen- 
tiouRly  believe  that  the  strong  ex- 
praaalnn  of  public  approval  given  to 
the  Liberal  Party  was  not  the  result 
of  accident,  but  It  was  because  the 
electorate  believed  that  upon 
all  the  great  issues  which  contribu- 
ted towards  the  material  welfare  of 
the  people,  both  in  asBisting  our  fi- 
nancial and  industrial  enterprises, 
the  Liberal  Party  provided  the  policy 
which  beat  tended  to  aerve  the  Inter- 
ests of  the  people;  and  that  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  Conservative  Party  to 
all  the  great  proereaslve  measures 
for  the  betterment  of  onr  flaanclal 
and  industrial  condition,  was  not  a 
position  which  could  command  the 
respect  and  conJdance  of  an  elector- 
ate possessed  of  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 

AN  HONEST  ELECTORATE. 
Today  In  the  pnbllc  preaa  a  great 
deal  ia  being  said  about  the  honesty 
of  our  public  men.  I  fully  concede 
the  absolute  necessity  for  fair  and 
honest  administration,  but  U  la  eq- 
u^ly  desirable  that  we  have  an  hon- 
est electorate.  If  the  electorate  de- 
sires honest  public  men  they  muat  be 
prepared  to  deal  honestly  with  pub- 
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lie  mm  and  try  tbain  fairly  upon 
their  public  record.  It  too  frequently 
happens  that  the  public  man  simply 
received  «  partisan  trial.  When  a  prl- 
vats  cltlasn  U  kceused  of  wrong-doing 
h«  rsctlves  a  (air  trial.  H*  has  the 
•dvaatagt  of  a  Jndgs  and  Jury  sworn 
to  discharge  their  duty  faithfully.  He 
la  confronted  with  witnesses  and  la 
tried  with  all  ths  rights  of  a  Bri- 
tish snbjsct..  A  public  mnn  has  no 
right  to  complain  of  criticism.  Fair. 
honest,  sound  criticism  U  a  food 
thing.  Ths  elsctorats  should  bs  the 
lodges  ot  the  soundness  of  their  criti- 
cism, but  tb*  opponents  ot  a  public 
n»n  too  frequently  criticize  because 
they  are  politically  opposed  to  the 
party  ha  represents.  They  do  not 
BMon  to  be  utttnlr,  they  think  they 
ar*  unpnludlcsd.  but  somehow  they 
always  reach  the  conclusion  that 
the  public  man  opposed  to  their 
poUtlcal  vlsws  is  not  guided  by  pat- 
riotism or  wUdom  in  the  discharge 
of  hla  dutiea. 

WITHOUT  A  STAIN. 
Now,  what  are  the  tacts  In  con- 
nection with  Provincial  administrat- 
ion In  Nova  ScotiaT  As  I  have  al- 
ready said,  tor  forty  years  except 
tor  a  period  of  four  yaars  from  1878 
to  1882  the  Liberal  Party  has  been 
In  control  ot  our  public  affairs.  No 
peraonal  wrong-doing  has  been  alleg- 
ed, much  lean  proved.  Onr  financial 
atatements  from  year  to  year  have 
been  diatrtbuted  throughout  the  leng- 
th and  breadth  of  the  Province;  our 
Public  Accounts  Commlttea  and 
other  financial  men  have  acrupuloua- 
ly  acnitinlzed  every  Item  of  expendi- 
ture and  while  here  and  there  the 
prices  paid  for  a  particular  item 
might  have  been  questioned,  it  was 
practicaUy  admitted  that  the  entire 
azpandlture  was  bona  fide  and  hon- 
estly made  in  the  interests  of  the 
proTlnca.  (Cheers)  I  claim  this  to  be 
a  record  ot  faithful  service  which 
should  not  be  under-estimated  by  the 
electorate.  It  Is  an  asset  which  sur- 
ely should  rebound  to  the  credit  of 
pubiUc  men— who  have  been  entrusted 
with  the  confidence  of  the  electorate. 

HONEST  GOVERNMENT. 
I  have  said  in  other  parts  of  the 
province  that  for  fourteen  years  Hon. 
W.  S.  Fielding  (cheers)  gave  Nova 
Scotia  honest  and  progressive  Gov- 
ernment, and  It  Is  my  opinion  that 
his  personal  integrity  and  his  bona 
fide  desire  to  promote  the  best  inter- 
ests of  this  Province  were  accepted  as 
well  by  his  political  opponents  as  by 
his  political  friends  and  I  have  here 
to  say  on  behalf  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration that  we  have  continued 
to  give  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia 
honest  and    progressive    Government 


and  that  no  other  motives  actuate 
our  public  conduct.  But  I  readily  ad- 
mit It  is  not  enough  to  rest  one's 
case  upon  honest  Govammsnt.  The 
question  can  be  fairly  raised —Have 
you  governed  wisely  and  progressiv- 
ely? 

Permit  me  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
great  Issues  which  have  dUturbed 
public  opinion  in  this  Province  dur- 
ing the  past  quarter  of  a  cen 
tury  and  when  I  have  dealt 
with  them  I  rrlU  permit  you 
to  be  the  judges  as  to 
whether  the  Liberal  party  has  dealt 
with  theaa  issues  la  ths  beat  inter- 
eata  of  the  people. 

STOOD  FOR  THE  RIGHT. 

Let  me  make  the  general  statement 
that  since  1882  there  has  been  no 
great  issue  in  this  Province,  either 
of  an  Industrial  or  financial  charac- 
ter which  was  fraught  with  import- 
ance to  our  people,  upon  which  the 
Liberal  Party  has  not  taken  the  cor- 
rect and  enlightened  view  and  upon 
which  our  opponents  have  not  been 
amply  convicted  by  time  and  exper- 
ience of  havlne;  taken  a  position 
clearly  and  unquestionably  against 
the  best  interests  of  our  Province 
and  of  our  people.  The  problems  con 
cemed  in  Provincial  Government  are 
among  the  most  important  to  our 
citizens.  The  great  questions  of  Bd- 
ucatlon.  Agriculture,  Mines,  Care  of 
the  Sick  and  Insane,  Roads  and 
Bridges  are  of  far-reaching  import 
ance  to  our  people. 

What  was  the  great 

problem  which  confronted  this  Prov- 
ince after  Confederation  in  order  to 
enable  us  to  properly  deal  with  these 
aueatlons?  It  was  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent the  question  of  revenue.  Today 
the  revenue  of  the  Province  has  ex- 
panded more  than  twofold,  but  this 
expansion  was  due  largely  to  the  le.'- 
islatlon  of  the  Liberal  Party;  and  j  1) 
the  legislation  of  whatever  character 
brought  forward  to  enhance  the  rev- 
enue of  the  Province  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  the  needs  of  our  people  was 
opposed  and  criticised  by  our  oppon- 
ents. 

HOW  IT  WAS  OBTAINED. 

The  increase  of  onr  coal  royalties 
by  the  Inauguration  of  the  so-called 
Whitney  legislation  led  to  a  tremen- 
dous Incrense  in  this  respect,  and  we 
have  been  able  to  deal  with  many 
matters  which  in  the  earlier  history 
of  the  Province  would  have  been 
found  impossible. 

We  insisted  upon  a  refund  of  $671,- 
000  of  Provincial  money  invested  In 
the  Bastem  Rxtension  railway,  but 
the  Conservative  party  at  Ottawa 
would  never  rcrosTiize  this  claim  and 
their  attitude     in   this     rpspect   was 
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condoned  and  gupported  by  thi  op- 
ponraU  ol  the  Llb«r*l  Vutf  In  this 
Province.  We  &n»lly  succeeded  In  ob- 
taining tbU  amount,  and  It  waa  utU- 
iMd  (or  tbe  decreaae  o(  our  public 
debt.  (Cbeeri). 

Tbe  Uberal  Party  of  thU  Provln<.e 
always  contended  tbat  tbe  Federal 
BUbeldy,  as  arranged  by  the  B.N. A. 
Act  waa  untalr,  and  It  permitted  to 
remalit  on  the  basis  ol  tbe  Act  ot 
18S7,  It  would  be  Imposaible,  without 
reaorting  to  direct  taxation  to  meet 
the  reasonable  ambitions  ul  our  .eo 
pie  in  respect  to  Questions  ot  Pro- 
vincial concern.  After  a  struggle  of  a 
quarter  ot  a  century  tbe  Liberal  Par- 
ty law  their  position  on  this  Ques- 
tion triumph,  and  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Liberal  Administration 
at  Ottawa,  we  were  able  tn  supple- 
ment our  revenues  by  1177,000  a  year 
and  thus  were  enabled  to  meet  more 
geaerously  the  tair  demarnU  of  our 
citizens.       (Cheers). 

BITTER  OPPOSITION. 

We  must  not  permit  the  Liberals  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  forget  that  while  our 
opponents  sometlmcH  indulge  In  pro- 
pounding policies  ol  larger  Provincial 
expenditures  they  opposed  every  step 
taken  to  supplement  our  revenues, 
and  this  opposition  was  always  bit- 
ter and  partisan  In  its  character. 
Let  me  ask  you  a  pointed  question, 
tbe  answer  to  which  may  assist  in 
giving  you  a  proper  conception  of 
what  tbe  respective  political  parties 
regard  as  being  their  duty  to  tbe 
Province.  Suppose  tbat  we  bad  no  in- 
crease In  our  coal  royalties,  no  suc- 
cession duties,  no  return  of  the  Bast- 
em  Bxtenslon  Award,  no  enlargement 
ot  the  Provincial  subsidies,  what  do 
you  think  would  be  the  position  of 
Nova  Scotia  today,  and  how  could 
we  provide  tor  an  expenditure  upon 
all  line*  which  our  people  think  la 
necessary  In  the  public  interests? 

WHAT  THEY  ACHIEVED. 

The     various     policies     devised    by 
Liberal     administrations     to  supple- 
men*  our  revenue,  always  bitterly  op- 
1  by  oi^r  opponents,   have  added 
.dreds  ot  thousands  of  dollars  an- 
lally     to  our     Provincial     revenue, 
id    yet  tiiese     very  opponents     say 
Jat  the  present  Administration  has 
not  placed     upon  the     statute  books 
any  legislation  tor  the  betterment  ot 
our  peoplel   The  amendment    to    the 
B.N. A.     Act,   which  alone     brings  in 
$177,000     annually   to   our   Province, 
represmta  a  clear   gift  of  $5,000,000, 
and  this  will  go  on  increasing  from 
time  to  time     as  the  population    of 
this  Province   increases.    (Oheers). 

THINK  WHAT  IT  MEANS. 

One  would  naturally  think  that  the 
attitude  of  tbe  Conservative  party 
upon  these  questions  alone,  which 
luean  so  much  to  our  people,   would 


b«  a  ■ttlUeUnt  raaaon  nAiy  tlrae  attar 
time  the  alector*  of  this  Province  ov- 
erwhelmingly condemned  them  at  eactt 
electoral  contest.  What  greater  tri- 
umph would  come  to  any  party,  par- 
ticularly at  the  present  juncture  oi 
public  affairs  when  we  are  doing  our 
best  to  deal  with  tbe  great  problems 
of  technical  education,  agriculture, 
roada  and  bridges,  railway  exteasiou, 
Immigration,  the  care  of  our  sick 
and  Insane,  and  tbe  eniargeoieut  of 
oui'  hospital  accomodation,  thau  tbe 
successful  terminalioa  ^il  the  etiorts 
of  tbe  Liberal  Party  to  expand  our 
revenue?  v^'beers).  What  would  have 
been  the  r«»uit  to  all  these  Import- 
ant matters,  in  which  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia  take  such  an  Interest 
and  pride.  If  the  short-sigbted  aad 
misguided  judgment  of  our  opponenta 
hAd  been  accepted  by  our  people? 

EXAMINE  THE  FACTS. 

It  is  Bumetlmos  said  as  a  matter  o( 
criticism  that  tbe  present  Adminis- 
tration has  not  been  sufllclently  pro- 
gressive, and  that  tt;.  Industrial  life 
of  Nova  Scotia  has  not  received  In- 
telligent legislative  attention.  Is  this 
criticism  a  just  one?  Let  us  examine 
the  facts.  1  would  like  to  tell  you  ot 
the  splendid  industrial  expansion  go- 
log  on  in  this  Province,  particularly 
in  the  Bast  (which  ia  unfortunately 
at  present  temporarily  disarranged), 
where  tbe  contrast  between  the  pres- 
ent and  fifteen  years  ago  can  scarce- 
ly be  realized.  Tbe  tact  Is  tbat  11  fif- 
teen years  ago  tbe  story  was  told  In 
prophetic  language  of  what  would 
happen  with  respect  to  the  great 
coal,  Iron  and  steel  development  aa  * 
direct  result  of  Provincial  legislatioo, 
no  one  would  be  found  who  would  ac- 
cept tbe  prophecy  as  ever  being  like- 
ly to  come  true. 

GREAT  INDUSTRIAL  ASSETS. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Company  Is  to- 
day the  .i;reatest  corporation  in  Eas- 
tern Canada,  and  is  an  asset  to  this 
Province  which  no  man  who 
understands  tbe  situation  will 
fall  to  appreciate.  Tbe  Do- 
minion Iron  and  Steel  Co.,  which 
is  today  selling  Its  products  In  the 
markets  of  the  world  is  the  direct 
outcome  of  the  coal  legislation,  and 
there  is  no  Nova  Scotlan  imbued  with 
proper  Provincial  patriotism  who  la 
not  proud  of  the  splendid  position 
which  this  company  occupies  on  tha 
North  American  ccntinent.  Youi, 
Liberals,  must  never  tail  to  remind 
tbe  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  that  tha 
men  who  now  talk  about  an  unpro- 
gressive  Oovemment  were  the  very 
men  who  fought  to  the  last  dlteh 
tbe  possibilities  ot  these  magnificent 
assets  being  tbe  just  pride  of  Nova 
Scotia  today.    (Cheers). 

A  PROGRESSIVE  POLICY. 
I  would  like  to  say  something    to 
you   about     our   agricultural   policy, 


our  Importation  oi  stock,  our  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  associa- 
tions. Has  our  agricultural 
policy,  which  so  Intimately  con- 
cerns the  Inrtereats  ot  the 
larmars,  no  Intereat  tor  the 
Conservative  party  ot  this  ProTlneaT 
I  auppoac  It  would  coma  aa  quits  a 
shock  to  the  Consarratlva  (armars  ot 
Nova  Scotia  to  b«  aaaurcd  ol  the 
tact  that  the  building  and  maintain- 
ing ot  an  Agricultural  OoUsc*  In 
thla  Province  tor  tbe  education  and 
training  of  our  farmers  along  aclantl- 
fie  llnea  waa  never  anthusiaatleally 
received  by  the  opponenta  ol  the 
Government.  In  my  ParllamentaiT 
experience  X  have  tried  several  times 
to  get  tha  erst-whUe  leaders  ot  Ute 
Conaerratlvs  party  to  take  tha 
chances  of  conunlttlng  thcmaalvca  to 
an  avowal  of  policy  on  this  Import- 
ant quMtlon,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  I  have  not  succeeded. 

A   MAGNIFICENT  SUCCESS. 

Tbe  erection  of  an  Agricultural 
College  was  an  ambitious  experi- 
ment, I  will  admit.  Had  it  failed, 
our  opponents  would  have  been  too 
ready  with  words  of  condemnation, 
but  now  tbat  it  has  succeeded  we 
find  them  not  Inclined  to  give  tbe 
men  who  bad  more  courage  than  they 
had,  credit  for  what  they  bad  under- 
taken. 

I  say  that  the  policy  ot  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  along  all  lines 
which  concern  the  scientific  better- 
ment of  the  farmers  of  Nova  Scotia 
from  an  agricultural  and  horticul- 
tural standpoint  !=  1^  advance  of  any 
policy  Inaugurated  by  any  Govern- 
ment in  any  province  of  Canada  or 
any  State  ot  the  American  Union. 
^  Chews.) 

I  aay  It  Is  a  thorough,  complete, 
and  comprehensive  policy,  and  so  far 
as  I  know,  no  practical  suggestion 
has  ever  been  made  along  any  lines 
calculated  to  better  the  conditions  of 
the  Nova  Scotlan  farmer,  which  has 
not  been  carried  out  by  tbe  present 
Administration.  And  still  our  oppon- 
ents say  we  have  not  been  progress- 
ive. 

A  COMPLETE  ANSWER. 
When  I  muke  the  statement  that 
our  opponents  have  nmde  no  sugges- 
tions in  respect  to  the  betterment 
o!  our  agricultural  population  and 
have  not  even  supported  the  pro- 
gressive measures  taken  In  their  be- 
half, and  when  I  further  say  that  It 
is  my  opinion  that  the  practical 
agriculturists  and  horticulturists  ot 
this  Province,  wlthcat  distinction  ot 
political  party,  wiU  admit  that  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government  o«- 
cupiea  no  second  place  to  that  ot 
any  other  Provinca  or  State  of  the 
Union,  thla  surely  must  form  an 
answer  to  the  criticisms  of  nnpro- 
grcMlve  legialatlon  in  respect  to 
that     daaa  of  our    population  who 
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mak*    thtlr     ItvlQg    from    tb*  soil. 
(Chtwi.) 

But  let  ua  •samloa  for  •  mommt 
■om*  otbar  (aaturM  o<  what  thU 
OoT*niineDt  baa  dooa  In  daallog  with 
tba  paramount  matttra  which  affect 
our  population  and  tba  mora  thU 
racord  la  atudled  from  all  atand- 
polDta  by  Impartial  judcra  the  roura 
readily  will  the  coocIuhIod  ba  raach- 
Ml  tb»t  tbfl  general  criticism  of  un 
progreaalveneaa  la  almply  the  carping 
of  uninformad  and  reckleaa  parttian 
opponanta. 

IN  THE   FOREFRONT. 

fPlermlt  m«  lor  a  moment  to  dUctiBH 
the  great  ((uestlon  ol  eiluc 
atlon — ol  prime  imi)ort«oce  to 
every  pernon,  rich  an  i  poor 
alike.  Can  it  be  truthfully  sail 
that  the  Province  of  Nova  Hcotla  oc- 
cuplea  an  Inferior  position  In  respect 
to  tbiB  great  question  In  comparison 
with  the  other  Provinces  ol  Canada? 
I  advisedly  say  we  do  not,  and  I 
make  the  statement  without  hesita- 
tion that  no  Province  has  a  more 
practical  or  comprebensive  education^ 
al  policy  than  this  Province  and  that 
no  Province  is  expending  for  this  pur- 
pose a  larger  proportion  by  the  Gov- 
ernment than  we  are  doing.  There  Is 
no  pbiB3  ol  educational  work,  from 
our  academies  to  our  humblest  rural 
school  that  has  not  been  practically 
and  generously  dealt  with,  nnd  I  feal 
that  everything  poaaible  that  a  Gov- 
ernment ci  do.  In  keeping  with  our 
financial  i  ources,  baa  been  done  to 
give  our  people  modern  and  up- 
to-date  tuucHtlonal  advantages. 
(Cheers.) 

MONEY  FOR  EDUCATION. 

The  question  is  sometimes  asked, 
"what  are  you  doing  with  your  ad- 
ditional revenue?"  And  in  this  re- 
spect it  is  occasionally  said  that  the 
Government  is  not  dealing  as  gener- 
ously In  respect  to  education  as  it 
should  from  our  increased  revenue. 
Let  me  present  a  few  facts  on  this 
matter.  20  years  ago  the  total  Pro- 
vincial expenditure  on  education  was 
1211,000.  Ten  years  ago  this  total 
was  increased  to  $245,387.  Last  year, 
the  year  ending  1*98 — this  total  was 
increased  to  »*01,761  nearly  %liy  000 
of  which  W.18  for  elementary  teclinl- 
cal  education  and  the  beginning  of  a 
tencbnical  college;  but  for  general 
education  al«ne  our  expenditures  were 
|306,<!12.  Twenty  years  ago  the  grant 
paid  directly  to  teachers  in  order  to 
help  sections  to  attain  their  services 
more  easily  was  only  1167.504.  Ten 
years  ago  it  was  increased  to  $182,- 
592.  Lost  year  it  amounted  to  $214,- 
948  with  $5,928  in  addition  as  annun- 
ities  to  retired  teachers,  in  all  $320,- 
876. 
REWARDING    AGED    TEACHERS. 

And  here   permit  me  to  say      that 
the  Province   of   Nova  Scotia  ia  the 


only  province  In  Canada  which  re- 
members the  aervlcea  ol  men  and 
women  who  b*va  devoted  •  long 
period  of  yeara  to  tbe  educational 
servtooa  ol  ibc  country  and  we  pay 
them  an  annuntty  directly  from  tbe 
Provincial  reveuuea.  In  tttla  raapeot 
we  make  provisions  to  aome  extent 
for  tba  old  age  ol  tbla  moat  deserv- 
ing claaa  and  pay  a  premium  tor 
fultbful  services  not  undertaken  by 
any  other  iProvtnoe  In  Canada. 
Ubeera.)  This  Increased  amount  was 
paid  out  lor  educational  purposea,  aU 
though,  owing  to  economic  condi- 
tiona  over  which  we  had  no  eontrol 
the  population  was  Increasing  very 
slowly. 

A  WIDE-SPHEAO 

ECONOMIC  CONCITION. 

It  la  well  enough  to  talk  nbbnt  our 
population  not  Increasing  more  rapid- 
ly and  that  many  rural  sectlona  are 
not  HO  populous  as  they  were  some 
years  ago,  but  this  economic  condi- 
tion applies  not  only  to  Nova  Bcotla, 
but  to  all  tbe  Eastern  Provinces,  and 
to  a  large  extent  to  Ontario  and  the 
Kastern  States  as  well.  But  thla  1 
can  say,  and  it  Is  a  matter  of  some 
pride  that  a  larger  proportion  ol  our 
population  waa  In  attendance  at 
school  in  this  Province,  than  in  any 
of  the  other  Provinces  or  in  any  oth- 
er country  in  the  world,  according  to 
tbe  statistical  Bureau  at  Washing- 
ton. 

MARCHING  FORWARD. 

Recognizlag  that  aometbing  bad  to 
be  doae  for  tbe  union  and  strength- 
enlng  of  weak  school  sections  we 
first  began  the  movement  of  making 
special  provision  for  those  sections 
which  cannot  bo  made  self-supporting 
without  extra  aid.  There  is  no  back- 
ward movement  in  Nova  ticotla  In 
our  educational  progress  either  from 
tbe  standpoint  of  permaneut  assist- 
ance or  comprebensive  educational 
policy  or  in  actual  existing  condit- 
ions. All  impartial  observers  will  ad- 
mit that  school  bouses  are  being  ini 
proved,  and  that  teachers  are  being 
trained  to  be  more  efficient  and  prac- 
tical. Never  in  tbe  history  of  tbe 
Proviaca,  or  in  any  part  of  the  Do- 
minion has  there  been  as  much  extra 
eflort  of  late  made  by  teachers  to  ac- 
quire better  qualifications  (or  the 
work  of  instruction  aa  recommended 
by  the  most  modem  practical  educa- 
tional authorities.      (Cheers.) 

THE  MAXIMUM  GRANT. 
And  all  our  teachers  are  now  paid 
^e  maximum  grant  with  tbe  opoor- 
tunlty  of  additional  remuneration  by 
more  effectively  adapting  their 
school  work  to  rural  conditions.  Our 
opponents  were  never  fair  to  our  pro-, 
gressive  educational  policy,  although 
I  believe  that  from  educa- 
tional experts  from  one  end  of  the 
Provincf  to  the  other,  irrespective  of 


party,  I  could  claim  a  favorable  en- 
dorsement And  I  know  that  if  the 
facta  were  understood  by  our  people 
that  our  educational  work,  instead 
of  being  a  matter  tor  criticism  would 
he  a  matter  of  Just  pride  on  the  part 
of  every  Nova  Seotlan.   (Cheers.) 

TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

Today  no  more  Important  matter 
Is  engaging  the  attention  of  our  peo 
pie  than  the  promotion  of  education- 
al work  along  lines  which 
fit  the  boy  and  girl  to  meet  the  con 
test  of  life.  Has  the  Province  of  No- 
va Scotia  been  sufficiently  progress 
Ive  In  her  ambition  respecting  tech 
nlcal  education  for  both  boys  and 
girls? 

Do  we  occupy  any  second  place  In 
this  respect  to  any  of  tbe  Provinces 
ol  Canada?  I  claim  we  not  only  lead 
in  this  respect,  but  our  educational 
advancement  along  these  lines  has 
excited  the  admiration  of  education- 
al authorities  In  other  parts  of  the 
Dominion,  (cheers).  We  have  led  In 
technical  education,  and  today  In 
this  Province  the  jystem  provides  a 
chance  tor  a  thorough  training  for 
all  kinds  and  classes  of  people  who 
are  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 

FOR  MEN  WHO  WORK. 
Let  me  point  to  a  few  of  the  feat- 
ures of  this  system.  Tbe  evening 
classes  of  all  kinds  throughout  tbe 
Province  give  everybody  a  chance  to 
get  a  8i«j:lal  practical  education 
while  they  are  earning  their  dally 
living.  The  coal  mining  schools  are 
unique  in  the  whole  of  North  Am- 
erica. No  other  Province  in  Canada, 
no  State  in  the  United  States  car- 
ries on  special  schools  where  tbe 
theory  and  practice  of  coal  mining 
are  offered.  These  free  schools  have 
trained  our  own  men  bo  that  they 
can  obtain  certificates  of  compet- 
etKy.  Thus,  nearly  all  the  positions 
of  responsibility  around  the  colleries 
are  held  by  Nova  Scotlans.  (cheers). 
These  uchoola  have  also  educated  the 
miners  as  to  the  dangers  and  person- 
al responsibilities  that  attend  coal 
mining  and  have  helped  to  avert  ac- 
cidents from  explosions  that  have 
been  so  frequent  in  the  mines  in  dis- 
tricts In  the  United  States  where 
ignorant,  careless,  foreign  labor  Is 
common. 

ENGINEERING  SCHOOLS. 

The  engineering  schools  in  all  the 
colliery  districts  oiler  opportunities 
to  stationary  engineers  and  mechan- 
ics to  get  a  practical,  thorough  edu- 
cation in  mechanical,  electrical,  and 
steam  engineering.  Tbe  evening 
schools  In  the  manufacturipg  centres 
Klve  every  machinist,  carpenter, 
brlckloyer,  plumber,  electrician  ond 
worker  In  any  common  trade  a 
chance  to  get  the  special  knowledge 
necessary  to  make  him  a  more  com- 
petent and  thorough  workman.     The 


Technical  ColUge  with  Its  fine  cquiv 
meat  oB«rii  the  hlKhe«t  graae  ol  en 
(loaerlDK  trttlulnu  In  the  lour  iirlm^l 
pal  departinentu  of  IflOKlnecrlnK  t'l» 
II.  MIniDK,  Mechanical  and  Klecinml 
to  any  boy  In  Nova  Hcotla.  rich  iii 
poor,  practlcallT  «r«e.  (Cheem.)  Willi 
record  leading  all  other  porllon» 


thU  record 

of  the  American  continent.  1»  It  nut 
a  Uttle  atnialoj  to  have  our  "I'p 
fm»ntii  talk  ol  an  unproKrenulve  Cuv 
#imin>-ttt.    (('heera.  i 

OUR    BRIOQE    SERVICE. 
Permit  me    to  deal  with  a  low  otii 
-r   KubJectH      of     Krcater    linportanco 
o   the  people  of   thU   Province.      1  be 
queatlon    of    roads   ami    brldReH     bun 
lilways    l>ecn   an   ImportiiDt     one     to 
our  paople.   Many   yearn  bko  it     wan 
1     that   It  was  desirable    tlmt    the 
great  bridgea  of  this  country   should 
be  placed  directly  uwler  Cioverninent 
control;  that  these   brldRCs  ^h<.ulll   be 
built      of    permanent      inuteiial     and 
should   b«    of    euch      a    character     n« 
would   stand   the    tcet     of    any    criti 
fism.    To  show   how    vwll   the    Liberal 
Party    has   auccceded     io  thin     direc 
tlon     I   may      say       to      you       that 
there      Is       no       better       class       of 
bridges,      t-'    n      as      a      whole,    on 
the        Ami    !■  .-.n       continent.        that 
all   Importfa.'^     streams     are   crowned 
by      structures    of   permnneni'y      and 
safety,  and  Nova  Seotlan  bridges  to- 
day are  beyond  the  criticism  of  even 
the  Consarvatlve  Party   In   this   I'ru- 
vlnce.   ((!heers).   The   construction   of 
the    great  bridges     of   the    Province 
was     undertaken     undlrect      Govern- 
ment control,  for    the     rejiHon     that 
It  was  lelt  that  the  engineering  skill 
necessary    to   construct   them     sliouUl 
be  of  central  authority  and  when  iiur 
task     In     this    direction   was     nca-.ly 
completed     the  Government     took   up 
the   problem  of   placing   on   the   high 
ways  of  Nova  Scotia  a  class  of  small 
bridges,    the   responsibility    of    whidi 
had   previously   bc«>   placed    upon  the 
municipalities. 

Today    we    have    practically     com 
pleted     the     great   and   small    briilRe 
question,    under     direct     Govenm.ent 
supervision. 

THE  ROAD  PROBLEM. 
Lattarly  legislation  has  been  pu^^s 
ed  whereby  the  Governmrnt  has  un- 
dertaken to  deal  at  tirst  band 
with  the  great  road  problem  1 
win  freely  admit  that  the  road  prob- 
lem was  a  dlffcult  one  to  deal  with 
for  two  reasons;  first,  The  pr(:i>er 
expenditure  of  money  matters  under 
a  party  Government;  and,  second- 
ly, the  political  consequences  which 
would  follow  the  withdrawal  of  a 
large  amount  of  public  patronage 
from  the  various  Municipal  Pnuncils 
which  heretofore  had  control  of  our 
road  money.  But,  realizing  that  some 
change  was  necessary  the  Idberal 
Party  felt  that  the  same  policy  which 
had  brought  about  such  hPoefScia!  re- 
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suits   to   respect   to   bridge   construe 
tiou,    both    great   and   small,     would 
not  tall  in  lh»  roaiutenunee  and  care 
of  the  roads. 

UNDER  CENTRAL  CONTROL. 
It  was  the  design  of  this  new  Uoad 
LegUlatlon  to  pluce  the  roads  of  No 
vu  bcotia  under  the  direction  of  a 
central  authority  of  trained  men 
who  would  have  a  knowieUise  ot  the 
requirements  of  our  rouda  through- 
out the  entire  Province,  and  make  an 
ertort  to  train  up  in  the  various 
.itiinlcipalltie*  u  number  of  men  who 
would  eventually  become  experts  in 
roud  uiakinr.  There  Is  no  question 
about  the  soundness  behind  the  gen 
cral  principle  of  the  neiM  Koad  Act. 
The  opponents  of  the  Government  ad- 
mit that  the  care  of  roads  should  be 
In  the  hands  of  a  central  authority, 
having  a  knowledge  of  the  best  meth- 
ods ot  road-making,  which  should 
Burrouod  Itself  with  the  best  talent 
available  in  the  various  districts.  I 
do  not  ctalm  that  the  present  Koad 
Act  Is  perfect.  X  have  hopes  that 
eventually  a  greater  measure  of  co- 
operation will  take  place  in  respect 
to  the  Government  expenditure  and 
the  periormance  of  Statute  Laljor. 
Today  1  feel  that  1  am  justiUed  In 
saylny  that  there  Is  no  t'ounty  In 
the  Province  in  which  a  betterment 
of  the  situation  has  not  taken  place 
during  the  past  two  years  and  my 
tir,ii  faith  is  that  a  continuance  of 
the  principles  of  the  present  Act, 
amended  it  may  be,  in  some  details, 
will  eventually  solve  the  road  prob- 
lem  In  Nova   Scotia. 

1  do  not  expect  perfect  roads  in 
this  Province  as  I  realize  that  the 
frosts  of  ibe  Winter  and  the  thaws  of 
the  Spring  will  always  have  their  ef- 
fect, but  I  do  look  for  a  gradual  im- 
provement from  year  to  year  and  I 
feel  satisttcd  that  the  principles  un- 
derlying the  present  Koad  Act  will 
not  be  disturbed  under  any  Govern- 
ment for  many  years  in  this  Prov- 
ince. The  Koad  Act  of  Nova  Scotia 
is  as  piogressive  road  legislation  aa 
will  be  found  in  any  part  ol  this 
country. 

SPLENDID  PROGRESS. 

In  the  construction  of  railways  we 
have  made  splendid  progress.  It  can 
be  fairly  claimed  that  during  the 
I'ast  tew  years  the  Province  has  en- 
tered upon  a  policy  which  certainly 
should  be  considered  sufliciently  pro- 
gressive to  satisfy  all  reasonable  cit- 
izens. During  the  last  few  years  we 
have  constructed  522  miles  of  new 
railway.  To  show  the  degree  of 
progress  we  have  made  in  railway 
construction,  we  had  outside  of  the 
I.  C.  R.,  ten  years  ago  five  rail- 
ways with  a  total  of  196  miles  In  op- 
eration. This  year  we  have  617  miles 
in  operation,  an  increase  in  the  rail- 
way mileage  of  the  Province  outside 
the  I.C.R.  of  421  mlle«-  (nheers).  All 
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this  railway  construction  ha«  pt»c 
Ileal. y  la»eu  platu  vntUlu  tu«  past 
Six  Ol  suvsu  yeai..  aiiU,  yet,  our  op 
poueniB  say  wu  aie  uoi  nuuicwiutiy 
progressive,  btaicuiy  a  mile  ol  tUe.e 
railways  WjuUI  have  ueeu  buiit  It  iub 
peSBliiiisUc  calpliig  danism  ol  our 
oppoiieiiis  had  tuo  siinhtesl  i-netl 
upon   the  siccloiaUi. 

Hi./v(.WIUU  FOR  MORE. 
i   realue  that   we  are  uot   tbrouiju 
with    railway    cuustiuction    yet.    Uui 
ing  the  past  tiuuimcr  luu  Guveiumenl 
has     been     entaiied   lu  au   elloii    to 
solve     the      prouiem      ol      supplying 
other       secliouu         ol       ibe       i  rov 
lUCe    with      luiiWiiy    touuectlou,      aud 
it   IB   my   aiiiiiltiou,   an  l  i)elie>e   it   l^ 
the  amuitiuu  ol   lue  Liuural  I'urty,  to 
see  that  no  part  ol  the  i  roviucu  is 
Without   the   proper   weans   ol   tians 
portution  in  order   thai  the  gieut  in 
ausirial  euteipr'S<is  and  opporlumtiefl 
of       this    ironnce     shall   rjici.e    a 
proper  laeasure   ol   deveiupiutui. 

it  you  come  to  consider  the  liber 
al  provision  made  lor  our  humane 
institutions  wbuh  include  our  Iro- 
vlBCtal  Hospital  and  other  hospit- 
als in  the  various  towns  ol  the  I'ro 
vince,  and  the  inslitulions  wiiure  the 
education  •!  the  deal  and  du.ub  and 
blind  la  given,  you  will  hnd  that  oil 
that  is  being  done  is  practically  be- 
yond criticism  and  up  to  a  standard 
which  brings  delight  aud  pleasure  to 
the  ordinary  ciiueu.  1  sometimes  wish 
we  had  more  money,  as  much  more 
could  be  done  to  asoist  our  charities 
that  bring  ease  and  touiiorf  to  maBy 
deserving  cases. 

A    GiiiiAX  ADVANCE. 
It  has    always     i/ceu  a  measure  ot 
pi'ide     to  me  to     know   that  In  the 
fight    with  that  dread   disease,    tuber- 
culosis, this  iTovince  some  yK«ir«  ago 
led  the  way  In  the  estabiinhniant     -' 
an  experimental    hospital.    It    m     <  iic 
first  state  Institution  on   this   l       id 
ent  tor  the  treatment  of  that  ^a'lc 
ular  disease  and  I  believe  it  tuii»  been 
the   means  directly  and   indirectly   of 
educating   public    opinion   and   bnuK 
Ing  about  a  result  very  gratifyiug  to 
the  medical  profession,    i    will  admit 
that     we  must   go  much    further    in 
this  direction  and  in  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  life  and  death  our  Nova 
Scotian   population   would  endorse   a 
larger  expenditure,  If  at  all  consist 
ent  with  our  reeources.   Before  long, 
indeed,  1  hope  to  see  an  enlargement 
of      the     general      principle      under 
Ijring     sanitaria     tr<^atment  tor  con- 
sumptives which  will  place  this  Pro- 
vince    in  a     position  to  feel  that  a 
much  larger  percentage  can  have  the 
advantages    of    modern  thought  and 
scientific     research     in  checking     the 
ravages  ot  this  disease.       (Cheers). 
A  STHIKING  ABB  AY. 
I  would  like  to  go    over  the  entire 
ground     covered     by    Provincle"   Ad- 
ministration ..ind  think  I  could  pre- 
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Mnt  •!■  arrajr  ol  Ueu  «btcb  would 
eoavlnc«  moat  rMMuaublt  bmi  that 
DuiH  Ol  U>«  (r««t  rMiioMitilUtiM 
whicti  b«v«  b««o  loroad  upon  ibt 
Uov«ram»Dt  bkva  bMD  negtrii 
•d  and  tbat  In  no  can*  bave 
wa  iwrniittrd  uur  I'roancc  to 
occupj  Ml  unprucraaalva  puaitt<<D.  I 
aomatlmaa  aaa  •  c-ltlclaui  In  reaped 
to  our  public  Uoda  Ibal  dua  pretuU 
tlona  wara  not  takan  to  praaarve  tbe 
furaat  waaltb.  In  reply  to  tlix* 
1  need  uQly  aay  that  tu 
dajr  It  la  recugniaad  od  tbla  coatl- 
aant  tbat  no  batter  ajatem  lor  pro- 
taeting  loraata  Irom  I  Urea  la  to  exta- 
taiica  anjrwbare,  and  tbe  pulley  ol 
tlUa  Oovernmant  baa  bean  a  matter 
ol  eoniratulatlon  on  vary  many  occaa- 
lona  Irom  tba  beat  racosnliad  toraa- 
try  axparta  on  tbe  continent. 
THE    TEMPERANCE    QUESTION. 

Anotber  quCHtion  wblcb  In  engaK- 
Ing  a  craa'.  leal  ol  public  atteutidu 
la  that  ol  Temperance  Leiclal*-">i>  I 
regret  tbit  I  cannot  deal  wttli  thla 
Important  quwtion  -for  I  <U'd»  it  a 
very  Impo.tant  one  bd  (ully  as  I 
should  like  ttt  a  gatlicrlnK  where  gta 
aral  laauea  muat  be  dlacusaed,  but  I 
feel  obllg«d  to, point  out  to  you  Bome 
laaturea  of  tbe  altuatlun  with  respect 
to  temperance  leglstatiao  which  I  re- 
gard ol  supreme  Importance. 

For  many  years  we  have  hud  » 
number  ol  enthuslaatlc  an  I  conscien 
tlous  temperance  people  put  forward 
a  policy  ol  Provincial  rroblbltiun,  as 
being  the  must  etiective  legislative 
remedy  fo'  dealing  with  the  evils  of 
tba  lliuor  trafllc.  In  view  of  what 
baa  transpired  duriOK  the  last  twu  ur 
three  years,  I  thini'  I  am  justified  in 
reachlnG  the  conclusion  tbat  no  tem- 
perance man  who  today  understand.^ 
Just  what  Provincial  prohibition  is. 
is  prepared  to  accept  this  a.-^  Unal 
legislation  on  this  question. 

PROVINCIAL    PROHIBITION 

NOT  AN  EFFECTIVE  REMEDY. 

At  one  time  we  were  told  that  Pro- 
vincial prohibition  would  be  the  leg- 
islative cure,  but  a  discussion  of  the 
^ueation  In  all  Its  bearings  hris  con- 
vinced even  these  advocates  that 
Provincial  prohibition  alone  will  not 
bring  about  the  desired  results.  What 
tba  honest  temperance  man  iH  loo'i^- 
Ing  lor  is  not  legislation  called  by 
any  particular  name,  but  legislation 
which  Is  drastic  and  complete  and 
•  goes  to  the  root  of  the  evil.  The  iis- 
cussion  ol  Provincial  probibitioa  on 
its  merits  has  driven  its  advocates 
to  admit  that  Provincial  prohibition 
without  the  aid  of  supplementary 
federal  legislation  is  not,  and  cannot 
be  made  eflective  in  dealing  with  tbe 
liquor  problem  in  ita  entirety.  While 
in  the  early  stages  of  Provincial  pro- 
hibition, resolutions  were  Introduced 
into  the  local  Legislature,  which  ask- 
ed lor  support  for  Provincial  legisla- 
tluu  solely,  these  origiDat  rcsoiutiono 


have  since  baan  abandoned.  Now 
tboja  who  endoraad  Provincial  probi 
bitloD,  are  aMitlDK  supplrmentary 
trailer.- 1  Irciitlatlon  in  order  tu  bola 
ter  up  tbe  wealina.ii>aa  of  tbat  legls 
lativa  proposal. 

1  ba^a  aald     that  a    discussion    ol 
what    Pro.tnrlal      prohibition     really 
ma^tnt  lorc«d  Ita   advucalea  to  change 
Ihrlr       poalltuu     In      this      Province. 
The  only  complaint     I  have  to  make 
in  respect  to  this   change  oi  view  Ilea 
In    the    fact   tbat   certain    temperance 
advocatCM  aro  still   inclined   to  crltl 
clsii  tba   men   who   opened   their    eyes 
to  tbe  real  situation,     rbis  change  ul 
fiont  on  tbe  part  of  temterance  men 
tid   not   take     placv    In    Nova   Hcutla 
alone.  Kor  aome  yeiirs  tbe  Provincial 
,  lOliililtory   Act,   enacteil  by  the  lA-g 
Islature      ol    Prince      Iddward    Islan'l, 
was  pointe.l  to  as  a  piece  of  legisla 
tlon   wbiih  Hi'i'tiiotl   to  suit   the     most 
enihusiaritlc         of     our       temperance 
friends     It    whs    soon    discovered     by 
tha    l.egialaturc   nn.l   tbe   temperance 
people  of   Prince  Kdward   Ulan  1  that 
this     Provincial     prohibitory   leglHln 
tion  was  not  as  eflective  as   its  sup- 
porters    bad   bopfil,      and     they   too 
sbilled  ground  mul  passed  resolutions 
as'^ing  to  bave  thiri  legislation  assis 
tod    and    supi'lemeiited       by     Federal 
law. 
PROVINCE  COULD  NOT 

RESTRICT   IMPORTATIONS. 

So  you  will  see  thut  both  In  Nova 
ticotia  and  In  Prince  HJdward  Island 
Provincial  Prohiliition  us  a  distinct 
piece  of  legislation  has  been  practic- 
ally abandoned  by  its  advocates;  in 
a  word,  the  real  reason  for  this  Is 
because  tbe  supporters  ol  Provincial 
prohibition  have  recognized  that  surb 
a  probiljitury  measure  could  only  lio 
eflective  in  dealing  with  tbe  sale  and 
coidd  nut  control  or  minimize  tbe 
quantities  of  liquor  which  might  be 
1.  ported  into  the  country.  In  other 
words,  under  Provincial  prohibition 
every  nan  in  Nova  tijcotia  would  be 
permitted  to  Import  liquor  for  any 
purpose  whatever  and  could  only  be 
m.  de  amenable  t*  tbe  law  when  he 
attempted  to  sell   it. 

1  his  was  at  once  recognized  by  tbe 
practical  temperance  men  as  legisla- 
tion which  in  tbe  very  nature  ol 
things  could  not  bring  about  the  de- 
sired results  that  all  ardent  temper- 
ance men  hoped  for.  It  was  this  great 
diflicuilty  which  liil  me  to  the  conclu- 
eioD  tbat  In  Kiderul  legislation  alone 
the  highest  ideals  ol  the  temperance 
men  could  be  met.  1  felt  that  the  un- 
restricted importation  of  liquor  Into 
our  Province  was  just  as  serious  a 
matter  as  the  sale  and  if  we  once 
got  the  principle  assented  to  by  the 
Federal  Parliament  that  the  citizens 
of  any  county,  under  the  well-known 
principle  of  Local  Option,  could  pre- 
vent unrestricted  importation,  that  a 
great  advance  would  be  made  in  our 
temperance  icgisiaticn. 


FEDERAL  PARLIAMENT  CAN 
DEAL  WITH   IMPORTATIOM* 

AND  SALE 

When  I  reached  this  eoncluaton,  I 
lalt  that  tbts  nsw  priaetple  could  be 
beat  adoptad  aa  part  ol  the  Scott 
Act  a  ganeral  laderal  law  that  bad 
been  largely  availed  ol  in  tba  Marl 
tlma  Provinces,  and  had  Itehlnd  it, 
and  eatabllahlng  ita  lagallty.  tne  sup 
port  ol  the  hlgheat  courts  in  the  Km- 
plre.  Now  I  want  to  point  out  to 
yai  that  tbe  Fadaral  Uovarnmant, 
Ihro.igli  the  Bcott  Act,  can  not  only 
reatrl^t  the  Importation,  but  tbry 
can  alsu  deal  with  tbe  quaation  ol 
sale,  aa  lully  aa  we  can  by  Provln 
ciul  leglsUtlon. 

In  order  to  have  you  clearly  ui» 
derataad  thia  '.  want  to  repeat  that 
the  Federal  Parliament  can  not  only 
d.-al  aa  eflectlvely  with  tba  liquor 
trafllc  in  all  the  phaaee  In  which  the 
Provincial  Parllamant  baa  jurisdict- 
ion but  It  baa  an  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended jurladlctlon  In  reapect 
to  lmi)ortation,  and  in  many 
other  ways  that  the  local  l.«g 
islature  cannot  deal  with  at  all.  Ho 
when  it  is  asserted  that  the  question 
ol  aale  can  be  more  eflectlvelv  dealt 
with  by  Provincial  leglalation  than 
by  lederal  leglalation,  an  Improper 
and  eironeoua  Impreaaion  is  being 
conveyed. 
THE  MOST  DRASTIC  LEGISLATION 

In  the  Legislature  I  have  axpreaaed 
doubts  aa  to  the  conatltutlonallty  ol 
any  Federal  legislation  which  at 
tempts  to  supplement  iProvlnclal  leg- 
islation. II  1  am  correct  In  this,  and 
I  think  I  am,  the  hopea  of  the  sup- 
portera  ol  Provincial  Prohibition  to 
hive  their  legislation  aupplemented 
tiy  Federal  legislation  muat  eventu- 
ally be  abandoned.  The  aounl  and 
conEtltutloaal  method  to  adopt  In 
order  to  obtain  practical,  drastic, 
and  eflective  temperance  legislation 
is  to  concentrate  our  efforts  upon  a 
Federal  act  which  deals  with  the  en- 
tire question  and  can  be  made  appli- 
cable to  any  part  ol  Canada  Irom 
ocean  to  ocean. 

This  is  a  view  I  would  be  prepared 
to  submit  with  confidence  to  any  le- 
gal experts  who  care  to  make  a  stu- 
dy of  this  question.  It  is  my  consci- 
entious conviction  tbat  the  County 
of  Yarmouth  and  every  other  County 
In  which  the  Scott  Act  is  In  force, 
have  In  that  act  as  amended  a  more 
eflective  and  drastic  piece  of  legisla- 
tion than  any  piece  ol  legislation 
which  can  be  authoritatively  passed 
In  the  Legislature  ol  this  Province, 
(cheers).  I  am  willing  to  be  Uled  by 
the  truth  ol  this  statement.  I  do 
not  want  to  be  tried  by  men  who 
are  not  trained  lawyers  or  jurists, 
but  I  would  like  to  have  that  state- 
ment determined  by  men  who  are  ca- 
pable ol  judging  of  the  eflectlvenesB 
r,i  legislation,  for  I  am  satis8ed  that 
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nn  •mlBsnt   •utborltr  in  thl»  or  any 
ottMf  eouBtry   who  »pprecUt»ii   wh»t 
drMtte   uid   •(lactWc   tmnp«r*nr«  l»i;- 
liUtloB  mtmna    would   «icb«nic«>     the 
Hcott    Act  u   It  Mlit*      to<l»T.   ron- 
troIIlBf    th«  Importation     n(  liquor, 
tor      «  Provincial    Prohlbltflry     Act 
with  many  tmpcrftetloni. 
WHAT  THE  AMENDMENTS  MEAN 
Pcrbap*  th»r«  may  b*  ■nroa  rcanona 
for   refwrtmt    In  more   detail    *o    th« 
natur*  of  th«  am*n<1m«nta  mad*    by 
tba  Parllam»nt  of    v'anada    to     tb« 
Scrttt   Act.   ImportatlciB   l«  rentrlctwt 
la  all  eaaaa  nc«pt  tor  pamonnl  iihc 
t  hnv*  mad*  tb*  itatament  nn  i>tb<>r 
platfonni,  and  I  make  It  here  today, 
that     when    tbtii    amendment   ot    tbp 
Scott  Act  wan  ehtalned  by  the  Oov 
ernment   of   Nova   Hcntia,    it     wan     a 
BtronKer  amendment  than  that  which 
wa*  dealred  by  th*  Provincial  I-ckIh 
lature  of     P.   K.   leland,      where  the 
Provincial     Prohibitory     Act  wan    In 
ti)rce.    In  urtlnir   the  Federal  Parlla 
ment  to  restrict  the  importation    of 
llqurr,   that     I^eictKlature     aouicbt    to 
have  two  exceptlora     mnde  to   thin, 
vlf.,    Importation*   for   personal     ii»e 
and   ali^o  for  aale  by  vendors.   There 
baa   baen   aom*     attempt   to   quibble 
civer  thla  statement  of  n-.lne,  but  the 
fact*  stand  Just  the  aame.  This  Is  a 
poaltlon     which     the  Qovernment  of 
Nova  Hcotla  have  taken  m  thla  very 
Important  queatlnn,  but   I   am  sorry 
to  And  that   it  Is     a  position   which 
continues  to  cause  criticism  at     the 
hands    of   some     leading    temperance 
men  in  thla  Province. 


WHERE  THE  OPPOSITION  STAND 

Whila  thla  is  the  position  ot  the 
Rovemment,  I  would  like  to  ask  you 
what  la  the  poaltlon  ot  the  oppon- 
enta  of  the  floyemment?  Do  they  fa- 
"or  the  Scott  Act7  or  Provincial 
Prohibition?  or  have  they  in  any 
way  indicated  any  policy  in  reference 
to  thto  (treat  moral  problem?  On  the 
coBtrary,  no  declaration  on  thla 
(Treat  nueatlon  which  can  brin(!  the 
ellirbteBt  hope  to  any  temperance 
man  has  ever  been  made  by  the  Con- 
aervatlve  Party  ot  this  Province. 

T  have  no  doubt  that  many  honest 
pe*ple  In  thla  country  up  to  a  few 
months  aRO  mistook  the  attitude  of 
one  or  two  zealou  leaders  of  the 
i^onaervative  party,  as  Indications  of 
the  vlewa  of  that  party  as  a  whole. 
The  Conservative  Party,  in  conven- 
tion, deliberately  stated  that  Provin- 
cial Prohibition  would  not  be  a 
nlank  In  their  platforir..  T  have  ni 
fault  to  find  with  this  decision  be 
cause  I  think  it  waa  hli;b  time  that 
8«me  people  were  enlightened  in  re- 
spect to  the  attitude  of  their  lead- 
ers. The  Conaervative  Party  had 
never  any  intention  of  committine 
themselves  to  Provincial  Prohibi- 
tion, but  in  their  declaration  on  this 


ii»bj*c:,  they  ml»ht  h«v«  had  oome 
regard  lor  the  lntplli(r»nre  of  th*  el 
act'Tat*  rather  tlmn  rodeavor  tn 
hllifl  them  with  a  decluratlon  to  tlm 
•fleet  that  when  the  prople  of  NoVb 
Krotla  elected  a  »iilll'-l*nt  number  of 
mMntiera  who  Itelleved  In  prohlhltlim 
and  would  Vote  for  it  In  Ihe  l.t'KlMlii 
ture  they  woiibl  g»t  It.  (l.^ughter) 
Thpy  |attempt«<'  ta  net  up  no  nlterna 
tlve  policy,  they  gave  no  word  of 
comfort,  they  seerafd  mntent  to  per 
mit  our  temperanie  Iriendx  to  worry 
niong  without  a  Mingle  IndU'ntlon  o( 
what  their  views  wsre  on  thia  Im 
portant  (luenticn. 

MEN  WERE  DECEIVED. 

f  bad  no  i'len  iintll  utter  the  do 
claratlon  ot  the  t'onKcrvattve  Piirtj 
at  Trurci  thnt  so  miiny  people  In  thl^ 
Province  thoiifht  that  the  Conservn 
tlve  Party  was  pledged  to  prohibit- 
ion. I  have  received  numbers  of  let 
ters  from  electors  who  fur  the  first 
time  realized  the  gamp  that  waa  be^ 
inir  plsyed  on  the  quct'.on,  and 
many  Conservative  electorH  have  ac 
a  result,  informed  me  that  the  atti 
tude  of  the  Government  on  the  tem- 
pernnce  question  was  much  more 
strnightforward  than  that  of  the  men 
who  at  one  time  c  "timed  their  sup- 
port up<  n  this   qi'SHtion. 

I  am  1  ropore^l  to  admit  that  per- 
haps the  tilberal  Pnrty  h-\ve  not  met 
the  situation  ns  fully  im<l  completely 
as  earnest  temperance  men  might  de- 
sire. There  may  te  room  for  a  con- 
scientious dltlTonce  iif  opinion  be- 
tween their  p-^licy  and  mine,  but  it 
does  weem  bI  range  to  me  that  the 
progiesplve  legislation  ijn  all  lines 
which  has  received  their  approval  has 
furnlnbed  apparently  some  ground  fc 
narrow  and  adverse  criticlHm.  The 
barren  record  and  hopeless  future 
presented  by  our  opponents  has  nev- 
er received  at  the  hands  of  these 
men  their  romlemnation,  or  even  ad- 
verse crItlclHm.  It  is  little  wonder 
thnt  a  public  man  sometimes  feeH 
that  political  prejudices  are  strong 
enoMch  to  oi.C  weigh  well-intended 
opinions   upon  even  moral   problems 

MOr?E  THAT  LIBERAL 

PARTY  MAY  DO 

You  know  there  are  many  men  who 
conscientiously  helicve  they  are  not 
pnrtt7nn8.  I  have  met  many  such  in 
my  time.  But  it  i-'ecms  passine 
strange  that  on  pvery  occasion  when 
an  opinion  is  exorpsspd  by  them  an 
to  the  moral  or  public  worth  of  n 
man  who  politically  diflers  from  them 
he  Is  always  weighed  in  the  balance 
and  found  wantinc,  while  theae  same 
men  always  remain  silent  in  respect 
to  the  attitude  and  policy  of  their 
own  political  friends. 

A3  I  have  already  said  there  may 
be  much  more  for  the  Idberal  Party 


to   do,      and    whenever   It    la   pointed 

,.ut    that   I'-clHlalUm  "      Part     of 

the   l.li.eral   Oovernm.         *  M    lead   to 
Iirartknl  renulU  In  .,    •  with  thla 

great    problem.    I    am    ^ailafled     that 
the    people   of    Nova   Hcotla   will    n^it 
nnd  that   party  lacking  In  courage  to 
.leal    with    It,    or   afraid    of   any    con 
■einiencrs   whirh   may   f'-'nw 

BRINQINC   IN  SETTLERS. 

The  riovernment  has  been  made  an 
object  of  critlcl«m  m  another  re- 
spect. We  are  folil  that  thia  Oov 
emmcnt  has  asxistecl  In  depopulating 
the  coimtry  and  that  It  Is  to  blame 
for  any  abandonment  of  farms  there 
may  be  In  the  Province.  This  Is  a 
aerloua  at-cueatlon  to  make,  hut  one 
which  will  not  atand  when  submittal 
to  the  test  of  actual  facts.  I  need 
not  recall  to  you  the  situation  of  af 
fairs  for  the  past  twenty  or  thirty 
years.  You  are  as  well  apprised  of 
them  as  I  am  1  want  to  say 
this,  however,  tnat  this  Oovernment 
has  been  inatn. mental  In  the  estab- 
llshlng  of  large  Imlustrlal  works 
that  have  found  employment  for 
many  men. 

In  addition  to  that  we  have  dur- 
ing the  naat  few  years  organised  a 
Penartment  of  Industrie*  and  Im- 
migration, a  department  that  baa  al- 
ready done  good  work  I  .  bring- 
ing "ettlers  Into  the  Provinc* 
nnil  plflcing  thf  nitrnctinn*  nnd  on. 
portiinitips  'thnt  bore  PTint  boforp  the 
pvrf  ot  fbofp  who  «n>  coming  to  Can- 
mln  Thp  Sporetxrv  ot  tbi"  'lunnrt. 
ment  has  prepared  literature  dea- 
rriptlve  of  the  resource*  of  the  Prov- 
ince nnd  baa  aecured  its  nub- 
llcatlon  and  dlstrlbiritlon.  Rec- 
ently the  Secretary  sent  out 
circulars  nnd  i'  ascpHaining  from  the 
diffpTPnt  «pction«  nf  the  Province  fho 
m:inv  unutilij;pd  opportunities  there 
nro  for  thp  investment  of  csprinl.  not 
only  in  farms  but  in  industrial  works. 
Thi?  will  be  tabulated  and  used  to 
the  bP!>t  advantage.  You  will  sgr"?e 
with  me  that  an  Important  work  U  be- 
ing (innp.  'the  results  of  which  can 
hnrdly  be  foreseen. 

TO  REVIVE  INDUSTRIAL  LIFE. 

Til  addition  to  the  organiTntinn  of  (> 
department  on  thla  side  which  keeps 
a  registry  of  the  farms  to  be  sold 
iind  ascertains  where  suitable  men 
tnn  bp  placed,  we  have  apofintpd  a 
trav'plline  ropresenVative  of  the  De- 
p.-irtmpnt  to  visit  thp  British  Isles. 
Thus  far  he  has  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  the  north  of  England  and 
Scotland,  and  haa  been  succP!>sful  in 
spcuriiig  suitable  seHlprs  and  capital 
for  the  Province.  Already  there  haa 
boen  Ijookoi'  (or  next  spring  a  quan 
ter  of  a  million  dollars  in  capital. 
(Cheers).  The  officers  of  this  Depart- 
ment have  not  been  content  with  aim- 
ply     placing     the     advantages  of  the 
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Province  for  se'itlpnieiit  iind  invest- 
riioiit  Bololy  by  advertising  in  tk^ 
iiowspnpera  or  periodicals,  but  tliey 
are  piTsoPHlly  intorviowini}  men  with 
c.ipitrtl  and  experience.  They  ars 
pursuing  personal  iiiethodB  in  this 
work  not  at  present  carried  on  by 
any  other  Goveriinienl.  We  have  an 
eneriretic  represen'mtive  on  this  side 
and  the  results'  from  the  mission  oJ 
the  representative  appointed  for  the 
other  aide  ^lave  more  than  justified 
thr;  selection   made. 

We  are  determined  to  people  'the 
farms  and  revive  tlie  indii.«trial  life 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Our  Province  must 
ni.'iintain  the  position  which  is  right- 
fully hera  in  this  great  Dominion,  and 
I  have  no  he.iitation  in  affirminp  that 
our  Department  of  Indii.^tries  and  Im- 
migration will  prove  a  large  factor  in 
the  direction   I   have   indicated. 

ADVANCED  LEGISLATION. 

One  of  the  most  important  assets  ol 
this  Province  is  our  coal  mining  in- 
dustry. If  yiii  eyimine  our  legisla- 
tion in  respect  to  tJiis  industry  in  all 
is  aspects  and  phase.J,  you  will  find 
that  our  legi.-latioii  in  the  interest  ol 
the  employee.s  and  in  reference  to  tho 
proper  saf(?uardiiig  of  life  and  prop- 
erty is  not  equ..lled  on  tliis  coiuinen*. 
Our  Leii'sl.itiire  years  as"  dealt  by 
enactments  with  many  of  the  griev- 
ances which  today  form  the  t^  ibject 
uf  complaint  in  li's?  favored  conmiuni 
ties.  We  are  from  y  ar  to  year  deal- 
ing with  all  pns=ible  suL'ges'tiona 
>vliicn  will  improve  social  and  econo- 
mic  condition,  and  I  <ionbt,  in  view 
of  the  history  of  the  past,  it  it  wouM 
be  possible  for  any  party  in  thi.=  or 
any  other  country  to  '.end  a  moro 
sym[iiitlietic  ear  or  aid  by  practical 
legislation  to  a  greater  extent  the 
destinies  and  ami'itions  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  many  great  in- 
dustries  of  our   Province.    (Cheers). 

LIBERALS  AND   LABOR 

LEGISLATORS. 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  deal  fully 
with  the  important  qnestion  of  labor 
legislation.  I  nin  finite  sure  if  the 
record  of  the  Liberal  Tarty  was  stu- 
died and  fully  imderstood  by  the  la 
hor  men  of  this  country  that  they 
would  find  in  that  record  much  to 
show  that  their  interests  w"re  well 
looked  after.  My  own  view  is  that 
the  record  of  the  Liberal  adminis- 
tration in  this  Province  in  respect  to 
labor  legislation  is  as  complete  and 
thorough  as  the  labor  men  of  this 
country  could  rcasonaldy  desire.  Al 
most  every  phase  of  lal'or  lescisla- 
tion  has  been  dealt  with,  and  I  could 
give  many  proofs  of  this.  T  think  I 
have  a  right  to  ask  the  lalior  men  of 
this   country  and   the  representatives 


of  labor  In  this  country  to  study 
that  record  and  when  that  record  Is 
studied  and  understood  I  am  not 
afraid  of  any  vote  which  Is  consci- 
entiously polled  by  any  workman  In 
this  country. 

When  the  opponents  of  the  Crv-ern- 
ment  met  at  Truro  recently  they  un- 
dertook to  deal  with  some  phases  of 
a  Provincial  policy.  There  la  some 
reason  to  believe  that  the  opponents 
of  the  Government  are  making  an  ef- 
fort to  convince  the  worklngmcn  of 
Nova  Scotia  that  they  are  their  real 
friends.  I  would  rather  that  the  test 
of  this  friendship  to  the  workingme' 
of  this  country  he  judged  by  what 
the  Conservative  party  have  done  for 
the  worklnemen  while  they  were  in 
power,  rather  than  by  what  *hey 
promise  to  do  for  them  in  order  to 
gain  power.  It  Is  evident  that  the 
Conservative  Party  of  this  Province 
find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  pre- 
sent an  attractive  policy  to  the 
workingmen  for  their  approval,  sin^e 
the  only  plan  which  they  are  able  to 
offer  to  the  workinei^'an  is  a  promise 
of  a  Workmen's  Compensation   Act. 

THE  OPPOSITION  AND 

AN  8-HOUR  LAW. 

This  is  the  hep-inning  and  the  end 
of  their  policy  for  the  laboring  man. 
Is  it  not  some  evidence  thnt  the 
work  of  the  Iiiher.il  Party  iind  been 
fairlv  well  done  thus  far  when  the 
only  matter  that  could  bn  suctrested 
as  being  left  undr-ne  was  this  one 
Act?  The  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act  is  not  a  new  thing  in  this  Prov- 
ince. T  think  a  Workmen's  Compen- 
><ation  Aet  passed  the  House  of  As- 
sembly by  a  unanimous  vote  more 
than  once,  tint  a  grave  difficulty  was 
presented  in  respect  to  this  Act,  in- 
asmuch as  it  would  probably  have 
the  effect  of  interferine  with  our  mu- 
tual Relief  Societies  which  have<irn- 
ven  themselves,  part'cularlv  to  our 
minine  population  of  such  splendid 
advantage  In  all  cases  of  accident  or 
djrftress. 

The  workingmen  oi  this  Province 
should  be  careful  to  note  that  this 
gatherintr  of  quondam  friends  had 
nnthinsr  tn  s.^v  about  the  eight-hour 
law,  the  innortancc  of  which  the 
Oc.ernnient  have  recocni^ed.  They 
did  nnt  refer  to  the  fa''t  that  we 
have  appointed  a  Commission  which 
Is  sittinjr  at  the  present  time,  to 
consider  this  matter  in  all  its  bear 
in"s.  They  evidently  believed  that 
this  imrortant  ciue-'tion  was  not 
worthv  of  1  ppssin?  thoueht.  and  in 
the  Innr  list  of  matters  affecting  the 
worHne  man  urion  which  legislaticm 
has  been,  or  could  he.  passed,  they 
were  only  able  to  point  to  one  mat- 
ter which  had  not  been  dealt  with 
by  the  Tdbcral  party  of  this  country. 


THEY  HAVE  NO  POLICY. 

I  have  now  dealt  with  many  of  tho 
important  matters  which  have  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  Liberal  Gov- 
ernment in  thig  Province.  As  I  have 
stated,  I  believe  we  have  dealt  with 
all  our  great  problem*  intelligently 
and  progressively.  What  have  we 
met  on  the  part  of  our  opponents? 
What  dn  they  Bland  for  in  this  Prov. 
incp  today?  What  were  the  issues 
which  they  presented  fo  the  people  of 
this  Province  in  order  that  confidence 
in  a  Liberal  Government  might  be 
withdrinvn?  Can  any  of  you  Veil  me 
after  their  conference  al  Truro  what 
then  policy  is  on  agriculture  or  edu- 
cation or  technical  education,  min- 
ing legislation,  roads  and  bridges, 
temperance  or  any  of  the  other  ^eat 
quf'tiona  which  concern  our  people? 
r-'iin  >  criticism.^  of  (v  T- neral  charac- 
ter are  being  made  in  the  press,  some 
eeneral  declarations  have  been  made 
in  refpeet  to  some  of  these  problems, 
but  where  is  there  any  evidence  of  n 
c!tar-cut,  definite  policy  in  respect  to 
any  of  these  questions?  I  know  of 
iKithing  and  I  have  w.atched  the  pub- 
lic press  and  the  addr;  lea  of  their 
[mhlic  men  carefully. 

THE  LIBERAL  RECORD. 

Thk  Liberal  Party  may  have 
been  mist.iken  in  some  mat- 
ters. T  don't  claim  perfection 
for  It,  but  I  claim  that  no  party 
could  have  enjoyed  to  such  aa  over- 
whelming extent  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  for  a  period 
cf  forty  years,  both  in  general  and 
bye-electlons,  without  having  in  some 
w<6y  earned  th..t  confidence.  Today, 
after  forty  years  of  power  the  Con- 
servative Party  have  four  reprcicnt- 
atives  in  the  House  and  are  leader- 
less  in  the  country.  No  great  issues 
are  being  presented  to  our  people.  I 
feel  guilty  of  having  occupied  too 
much  of  your  time,  but  I  feel  that  I 
could  not  do  less  on  this  important 
occasion  than  point  out  to  you  a 
part  ol  the  record  of  Llljcral  Admin- 
istration. I  believe  the  Liberal  Party 
still  retains  the  conhdence  of  the 
people  ol  this  Province,  an^  will  con- 
tinue to  retain  it  until  our  oppon- 
ents <leve!op  a  policy  and  a  leader- 
ship on  important  public  questions 
which  will  command  the  respect  of 
nnr  electorate.  I  realize  that  there  Is 
much  yet  to  be  done,  and  the  pro- 
cess of  time  will  develop  much  more, 
but  I  thin'<  in  view  ol  the  history 
of  the  Inst,  we  can  fairly  claim  that 
the  Liberal  Party,  if  it  remains  true 
to  an  abiding  faith  and  trust  in  the 
people,  will  be  aide  to  keep  this  Pro 
vince  in  a  position  liy  reason  of  our 
legislative  enactments  and  her  Indus- 
trial development  which  will  always 
retain  the  respect  of  our  fellow  Can- 
adian citizens.     (Great  cheering). 
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